[Mesenteric cyst: case report and review of the literature].
Mesenteric and retroperitoneal cysts are rare intra-abdominal tumours with an incidence of 1/140.000 in surgery departments and 1/20.000 in paediatric departments. There are no pathognomonic signs or symptoms for the cysts. In the differential diagnosis lymphangiomas, sarcomas, adenocarcinomas and intestinal duplications should be considered. Diagnostic includes abdominal computed tomography, ultrasound and MRI. Barium enema examination or intravenous pyelogram may be used in special cases. Surgical treatment is indicated also in asymptomatic patients; laparoscopic approach is the "gold standard". Laparotomic approach should be used in the cases of impossibility of total enucleation or in the cases of malignant degeneration. Complete enucleation is the treatment of choice for retroperitoneal and mesenteric cysts. If this cannot be accomplished, the alternative should be the excision of the cyst or the marsupialization. In this paper we present a case of young man with a mesenteric cyst mimicking acute appendicitis.